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Remember, these are tools, not
rules.

Do not try to use them all at once.

You will become handy with these
tools over time.

You already use many of these tools
without knowing it.



From Roy Peter Clark’s Writing Tools

#14
Get the name

of the dog

Pay attention to your surroundings. Take
everything in and take notes about what
you see, hear, smell, feel. Dig for the

concrete details that appeal to the senses.



From Roy Peter Clark’s Writing Tools

#25

Learn the difference
between

reports and stories

Use one to render information, the
other to render experience



After the sky fell

By BRADY DENNIS
Published January 28, 2005
Times photo: Chris Zuppa

The few drivers on this dark, lonely stretch of the Suncoast Parkway in Pasco County
pull up to the toll booth, hand their dollars to Lloyd Blair and then speed away. None of
them knows why the old man sits here, night after night, working the graveyard shift.
Well, here's why:

Because years ago, on a freezing winter night at a party in Queens, N.Y., he met a
woman named Millie.

Because he fell in love with her brown hair and wide eyes and 100-watt smile.

Because they got married, moved to Staten Island, had a son and worked for decades in
Manhattan; she as an accountant, he as a banker.

Because it had been their dream to retire to Florida, and so they saved all their lives to
make it possible.

Because, just as they began to talk of leaving New York and heading south, she was
diagnosed with breast cancer, and they spent their time and money traveling to New
Jersey, San Diego and Mexico in search of a cure.

Because, in the end, they came to Florida anyway.

Because they finally bought a house in Spring Hill, although she was too weak that day
to get out of the car.

Because she died nine days later on Jan. 5, 2002, a day "the whole sky fell,” he says.
Because, after she was gone, he found himself alone and $100,000 in debt.

And so he took a job collecting tolls. The drivers who pass by see a smiling 71-year-old
man with blue eyes and a gray mustache who tells each of them, "Have a great night!"
They don't know the rest of Lloyd Blair's story, or that he keeps Millie's picture in his
shirt pocket, just under his name tag, just over his heart.

Editor's note: 300 Words presents glimpses of everyday life that often go unnoticed.
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#26

Use dialogue as a
form of action

Dialogue advances narrative; quotes
delay it.



He calls it his empire.

At angled mess of cables and cords twisted and turned on the floor of
his bedroom. The cords lead to three systems that seemingly dominate
the room. Together, Nintendo Wii, Xbox 360 and Playstation 3 form the
trefecta that makes the current generation of consoles, and senior
Craig Kidd owns them all.

“l had to work in the blazing sun for 10 hours a day for two months
straight building homes in the middle of God know where,” Kidd said.
“But in the end, after saving up, trading in iPods, old games and
systems, | finally stashed up enough money to slowly but surely buy
each system.”

Kidd’s collection amounts to just over $3,000. More time than money
spent on games, sophomore Patrick Fabela racks up more than 30 hours
a week blasting hunters with his sniper rifle in Halo 2.

“I play about two and a half hours a day,” Fabela said, “but when |
am not playing physically, | can visualize playing the games moving my
fingers in the air as if | were holding the controller in my hands. With
the 40-plus games | own, it’s easy to lose myself in halo 2 and God of
War.”

From a burning desire to play to an obsession with topnotch games,
junior Isaac Diaz searches for that certain game that will give him
everything he is looking for.



“I could care less how much my systems are worth or how many
games | own,” Diaz said. “When it comes to purchasing games and
systems, | buy ones that | know will be amazing. Gorgeous graphics,
tight gameplay and a story storyline is what attracts me. When | buy
games, | always try to remember that price is just a number and for a
short while, | leave reality behind.”

Kyle Alvarado
Burges High School
Tops in Texas 2009
Student Life story
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Own these writing tools.
They now belong to you.
Keep them sharp.

Share them with others.
Add your own.

Take pride in your craft.
Join a nation of writers.
And never forget to get
the name of the dog.



Keeﬂzf,w\mm

Never let a day go by
that you don't learn
something new.









